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Gustavo: thank you Maison thank you Munir thank you for inviting me to this marvelous session. When | first heard
Munir up talking about radical education | thought that he was describing us that he was talking about us in university
of the earth i like it particularly when he was saying that radical education literally Means unplugging oneself from
metaphysical words meanings, knowledge and returning to the roots yes that is the idea and particularly when he
said it's returning to what has been stolen from us and made Invisible looking for wisdom instead of truth yes | like
that very much and | like it particularly when he described radical education associated with the soils that form the
source of living, learning and personal communal nutrients | could not avoid but remembering a marvelous
conversation between John Roberts and the Marcos in one of the Zapatistas event when they spent one hour in a
marvelous Discussion about the soils needed for every theory how the therapists like soils usually and how you need
to reconstruct the soils of every theory, | like all that | really think | feel myself identified with everything you are talking
about but at the same time i wonder why you are still using the word education we are not using the word education
we are escaping from education we are abandoning all idea of formulating any kind of obedience or creating
homogeneity or trying to shape the people in a certain way we are not teaching we are not having curricula we are
abandoning all the goals and the methods of education, but we are doing everything you say you are doing then we
we are we feel in in family we feel very comfortable talking with the with you with what you are doing and of course
this is in radical contracts to what is being done in the system of education, we started when the indigenous peoples
of Oaxaca the university of that was created when they said that the school was the main tool of the state to destroy
the indigenous people and that is an historical truth the education was created in Mexico in the 19th century to de-
indianize the indians to destroy their indigenous soul and they succeeded with millions and millions of people that
entered the education system as indigenous people and left transformating something else with their indigenous soul
destroyed demolish it dismantl it that is the function of education and then the indigenous people in Mexico said vast
enough we don't want more of that and the communities started to close schools and you can imagine the scandal
these barbarians they are depriving they are bringing their children to ignorance but they started to fall to follow a
different path a clear path of liberation, abandoning that very idea of education of formatting and shaping the people
in a certain way, yes we are we do we are following we are described by Munir when he talks about radical education
we are following that specific path but we are not using the word we are escaping from education we are basically our
main principle in our university is learning in freedom by doing what you want to learn and that is exactly what we are
doing and of course that means a struggle we are involved in all kinds of struggles because that is what we want to
learn how to struggle how could to create the liberation we are learning how to do that learning in freedom by doing
exactly what we want to do, what we want to learn, that is my affiliation mission.
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Nesreen: thank you, good afternoon everyone and thank you so much to the organizers my name is Nesreen and i
joined Visualizing Palestine this past year as an information designer which means | work more in the production and
graphic design side of our organization our mission is to create data-led educational visual stories that put forward
Palestinian narratives and histories our visuals are tools that anyone can use to educate and communicate the
messages of the movement for Palestinian liberation but to wind it back a bit my experience started with my
organizing as a student activist in New York city so in terms of the tradition of radical education that experience was
situated within the tradition of peer-to-peer student education that happens outside of the sort of more disciplined
forms of education that we experience in the university um in terms of like directly through communication and
conversation challenging and changing the political consciousness of our peers and when i was a student the tools
that vp made their visualizations their posters were very helpful for explaining through these very compelling you
know visual means the structural aspects of settler colonialism and apartheid and the Palestinian experience so i
want to talk about what vp does in terms of its legacy and in terms of its approach to accessibility so in terms of the
tradition of radical education and design there's of course a rich history of archives of poster art films illustrations to
communicate the Palestinian cause created both by Palestinians ourselves but also by an Internationalist base of
support and i think something like the palestine poster project archive is a great place you know to see kind of where
a lot of the history and precedence that vp draws on and in the past 10 years we're also situated within the
resurgence of intern to database storytelling and journalism, which has long long roots going back to the sociologist
and socialist w.e.b dubois data portraits of black American life which represent one example of the long history of
efforts to visualize marginalized communities through the communication of Data in accessible forms, so in terms of
accessibility one of the big focuses of visualizing Palestine is the desire to move beyond the gatekeeping and
inaccessibility of information on the one hand we have traditional forms of media particularly in the global north that
exclude Palestinian voices and on the other hand oftentimes research data reports are trapped in the information
within them which is dense and empirical is trapped within you know sort of long-form text-heavy reports that often
don't get downloaded and read so vpc is part of its role in taking that information and synthesizing it into easy to
access and Understand visual content that can also you know reach people who are visual learners who
communicate visually and give them like accessible visual resources to explain Palestinian issues, so to us that's
what radical education can mean means getting at the root going beyond news headlines and looking at the structural
aspects of you know sort of uh abs not even abstract but sort of difficult to visualize concepts sort of like the structure
of apartheid or the structure of colonialism and communicating that within the movement, so in this idea of you know
producing within the movement and for the movement, so that's this sort of tradition of radical education that
visualizing Palestine sees itself situated within thank you
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Gustavo: thank you, as you probably know we have been occupied by the united states for a long time we have the
world records of american military interventions the americans discovered that the best way to occupy us was not to
occupy physically the country but co-op occupy ourselves occupy our minds occupy our political imagination then our
struggle for liberation starts really with the struggle for political imagination and we started to look for references and
of course the first references was Palestine and we were inspired by intifada and many other political initiatives of the
Palestinians but we had the fortune to have the zapatistas with us in January 1st 1994 and since then they have been
really nourishing our political imagination day after day, really creating a new political Imagination first to liberate that
imagination and second how that imagination implies to create real liberation of our bodies of our lives of our way of
being within the dominant system because the dominant system is still there because still there we have the
occupation of the united states because we have the Mexican state we have all these elements of occupation and of
course we have capitalism and then we have been working with them in how to produce how to nourish in a different
way our political imagination of course this implies knowledge production and again the zapatistas are for us the real
example they say that there is no separation between theory and praxis they take a decision they have an assembly
and take a decision they do something and immediately they have a reflection of what they are doing and they are
appealing to all kinds of theories and elements and experiences of the past and the present to nourish that political
imagination and their own practice we talk in university of la tierra of reflection in action our reflection our theoretical
work our knowledge production is clearly associated with Action there is one important question here it is usually
associated political imagination with the creation to foster an utopian imagination and we are saying that in a very
precise way we are back from the Future that the left and the struggle for liberation has all the time associated the
struggle with an image of the future with the construction of a kind of a trophy and society and we are working our
that goal we are doing everything for that goal and all kinds of means are accepted because the goal is good the goal
is revolution the goal is the construction of this new society in which we dream and then we are abandoning that
approach we are no longer thinking in an utopian world in the new society you know very well that conversation
between chomsky and foucault that chomsky insists in the construction of a utopian world and foucault observes that
we are contaminated all our images of the future are contaminated by the conditions of the dominant system and then
we need to liberate ourselves from that specific construction and perhaps we will be able to talk a little more about
what is how the zapatistas are constructing in the present the new society how the struggle is concentrated and not
going to some place but struggling today to create today what we need to create because in the conditions of the
climate and institutional collapse that is the only option to survive the only option to really live is to construct right now
here among us the new society that we need to Construct and that is this meaning of the new political imagination
that we are trying to construct
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Nesreen: thank you so much this conversation has been extremely Interesting, | want to return again to my | guess
based on the conversation to my experience as a Palestinian student in an American university which i think my
experience was not an uncommon one in being confronted by people peers and oftentimes instructors or people in
position of authority who would tell you that the Palestinian historical narrative is illegitimate and | think like many
many other Palestinians my impulse was to turn towards knowledge and intellectualism as a way to justify our
Experience um and our historical narrative and our existence and to me this is one of the paradoxes of sort of radical
knowledge sharing or production it's this idea of using knowledge as like a shield or a weapon rather than using
knowledge as a kind of garden or a way of fostering um a utopian imagination but i think this goes back to bassoon
what you were saying at the very beginning about the role of careful strategic intention i think at an organization like
visualizing palestine and in the way that i experienced you know using their materials as a student it was about
equipping people with tools for as gustavo said ending the occupation of our political imagination and the way that
that manifests very materially in the exclusion of palestinian narratives So to me the role of knowledge production
within the movement is this idea of building collective understandings of creating the foundation of a utopian
imagination by prioritizing a sort of collective unlearning as has been discussed and then moving into this space of
you know radical uh expanse of knowledge production um and also making connections sort of beyond our own
context and opening new grounds for making connections and building imaginations for a shared radical future um so
what this looks like materially for visualizing palestine is Um initiatives like our upcoming series on environmental
justice so understanding what the climate crisis looks like in the palestinian context what ideas like Sustainability uh
or climate vulnerability uh look like within the palestinian context but also bringing it bringing palestine to the larger
context of the climate crisis um so imagining at the intersection of climate change and internationalism and placing
the palestinian imagination within a global imagination and i think also what's critical for visualizing palestine is this
idea of bringing designers and creators to the forefront and applying creativity to active struggle um beyond the sort
of Rigid Uh sort of bounds of productivity you know that come out of spaces like the university i think it excites people
to see creative energy and i also think it exists everywhere in in the most quotidian acts of daily life um so i think in
line with what nabila was saying about pluralism uh part of what we're trying to also focus on is broadening the visual
language of the movement so drawing on the established symbols of the palestinian national imaginary while also
challenging ourselves creatively and expanding and thinking to meet the needs of the movement and of liberatory
pedagogy more generally
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Gustavo: .... Few minutes ago, why the Zapatistas are so strong, because the Zapatistas know
their values and so they cannot parish, they really know their values! And when they started
their upraise in 1994, they.. in every event in every public presentation, they were displaying the
Mexican flag, and this was first of all that they were saying we are not separates, we don’t want
to create a Maya state or Zapatistas state within Mexico, we are looking for political liberation
within Mexico, and this the second point was... this implied we need to negotiate with the
government, with the state and they started the negotiations and there they reached a very
complex process... the agreement of San Andres; the agreement for the government to respect
their self-determination, their self-government and all the other things.

But successive government of Mexico did not respect the agreement of San Andres, then the
Zapatistas also “inaudible” that the government itself, the state was falling apart, and it was not
only Mexico’s states but it was all the nation’s states were falling apart, were vanishing. This
next to impossible today; what is Mexico and what is not Mexico, a third of the Mexicans leave
out Mexico and some of them... many of them in the US but many of them places like Japan or
the Middle East, what is Mexico?! What can we call Mexico today?!

And the Zapatistas started to look for a new political horizon and this political horizon they
discovered, went beyond the national imagination, and was something different when they
started to look, and was of course against patriarchy, Oscar Asnabella says: “no hierarchy”, not
any kind of hierarchy... the elimination of hierarchy in the families and the communities and
everywhere. Elimination of hierarchy. Yes, it was anti-patriarchal but it was of course it was anti-
capitalist. We cannot imagine real liberation with capitalist there and we cannot imagine real
political liberation in the frame of so-call it “democratic national state” democracy that’s basically
fiction, that is not any kind of real democracy, as in the democracy we have in our communities.



And the Zapatistas continued to shape a different form of globalizer political imagination, but it
was not a new utopian definition... it was as they said very well; a world in which many worlds
can be embraced at, a world acknowledges “  “ as they demonstrated recently in Europe,
basically in the north and discovering the souths of the north where they can have this anti-
patriarchal, anti-capitalist, anti-democratic nation states as the new globalizer new imagination
for liberation.
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Nesreen: Thank you, and thank you everyone once again for these incredible contributions.
I think when thinking about this question of how to link radical education directly with the British
in struggles, in the context of visualizing Palestine | think of three things; collaboration, funding
and language. So for collaboration | think one of the ways that we try to link our work directly
with the struggle is express through “grass-root” collaborations and responsiveness to the
needs of civil-society partners, grass-roots organizations, so often times when there’s an
organization that has credited a report or a campaign or need some support building our
capacity or wants some way to give the information that they are trying to spread, you know... a
larger reach... we’'ll work with them to sort of develop a visual complement to the work they’re
doing in order to bring the work and the campaigns to this broader audience, and trying to inter



our visuals to link directly to the demands of Palestine’s civil society whither that’s sort of
platforming this... you know perspective of “PDS” and what that looks like materially in different
contexts or highlighting other forms of partisans resistance.

And then in terms of funding, | think this idea of accountability and transparency to our basis
also very essential in terms of creating an organic and authentic. you know... link that... we can
be accountable to, so “DP”’s core funding comes from our membership base which was a model
that we switched to a couple of years ago and now makes up the majority of how we fund raise
our own operations, and what that means is that you know; we’re sort of directly accountable to
the people who are supporting our work, so that means that there has to be a consonant
consistent effort to make sure that we’re not... you know, holding ourselves accountable to large
foundation funding or this sort of support, but that we’re responding directly to the needs of
people who are supporting our work.

And then third is language, so in terms of making these sort of trans-global but also anti-global
connections of the 170+ visuals that we produced, they’ve been downloaded and used in sixty
countries, and we always produce our visuals by “linqualy” in English and in Arabic and they’ve
been translated... many of them into over twenty languages, and our puts to translation also
tries to empower others to sort of interact with our work, so our work is creative comments... its
already free to use and share and download, free of charge and you know.. like anyone can use
it and that’s the core of a lot of what we do, but also our puts to translation, you know the way
that we do it is that there is a link on our visuals saying: do you want to translate this visual?
And then you can basically submit the translation of the visual and then we will sort of re-design
it in the language that the translator has given us. So it's a way of you know working with people
who maybe wanna use the visuals in their own local context and have the capacity to develop a
translation in a language that we as our team, which is a very small team, may not be able to do
ourselves, but it’s this way of creating a conversation between this sort of activist and advocates
and organizers who use our material and then like the team itself, and maintaining these global
interconnections in the spirt of transnationalism. Yeah and | think I'll end here.

That’s it. Okay.
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Gustavo: um 50 years ago ivan lllich wrote that the survival of the human race Depends on rediscovering hope as a
social force yes and | was fortunate enough to discover Hope and love and social transformation of abraham has just
said in the north of colombia in the cauca valley with indigenous people in a marvelous collective that were creating a
whole new world in their own place now today creating really against the dominant system a different kind of of World
and then we visited another and another was doing exactly the same but did not know about each other and then with
other friends we decided to create something for them to know each other to notice each other to learn from each
other and then to give visibility to Them for others to be inspired by them and then talking with a friend with Discovery
discovered that something was done in the similar way in india and then we decided to create with them something
that we call the global tapestry of alternatives and that means it's not an organization it's not the doctrine it's just we
are just weeping all these people at the grassroots that just for survival or in the name of all ideals are already
creating a new world and of course this is an expression of love love among themselves love for mother earth a
reaction a real reaction a real way to stop the horror of the climatic collapse and the institutional collapse the creation
of whole new world and it is exactly what the zapatistas discovered in Europe just during the last six months there are
many of these grassroots experiences around the world creating a new possibility a new possibility keeping
nourishing our hope in the present rediscovering hope as a social force as elite said 50 years ago
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Nesreen: thank you, when | think about the role of hope | think about the sort of paradox That my work which is an
approach that's kind of oriented towards its obsolescence in the future this idea that i hope someday people don't
need the visuals that we produce i hope Someday they just will be able to exist as a historical record and as an
artifact of a structure of a struggle Um but yeah it's a kind of paradoxical sort of work where the hope is in hoping that
we someday don't have to exist while still you know grounding ourselves in the pest optimism of our present moment
where it's imperative on us to continue making these visuals and working with you know with our communities and all
of this um and one might think that you know the imagination of a future decolonization might be difficult because we
work mostly with data and you know data is about the sort of observational world and about things that you can sort
of apprehend um through study and in response to present day needs but you know some of our work | felt has uh
oriented itself towards these you know Future hopeful you know utopian possibilities um so we had one which I'll end
with which is called return as possible which is a tribute really to the speculative work of palestinian historians and
researchers who have researched depopulated villages and we basically mapped out you know an individual all of
these you know Um all of the villages that haven't been built over and just visualizing you know Very concretely for
people what this space looks like and what it could mean um in terms of the future of return and the plans for return
and what historians like salmon abusifta have you know sort of really poured an enormous amount of energy into
conceptualizing and building scenarios for so when | think about hope and where our work can intervene in that it's
it's those two things it's sort of paying tribute to how these historians of the past have helped us to build our vision of
the future and it's also about uh an approach to our work that really um yeah hope hopes it doesn't have to exist
Someday thank you
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Gustavo: said that neither reform nor revolution can produce the change that we need as we have seen for 100
years he said what we need is to know a story a new Narrative Packing past present and future in such a way that
can be a source a new source of hope that is what we need today and i must tell you that i am seeing i am breathing i
am smelling Here that formulation of the new story please organize more radical fridays and mondays and tuesdays
every day of the week please this is it this is what we Need thank you
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Nesreen: yes | was thinking of two things during this conversation one which um is about the origins of visualizing
palestine which actually was born out of the founder ramsey you know going uh to the west bank for a conference
and realizing that that he was incredibly ashamed by the sheer like amount that he had not known going into the into
the conference and that's sort of motivating him to say okay like what you know what what is needed in order to make
this information accessible in order to facilitate radical pedagogy that can exist outside of you know1 institutions that
exclude the palestinian narrative and how to globalize the struggle through that and the second thing i was thinking
about was um what the professor uh joy james has to say about sort of the role of children in radical political
imagination because the way that she talks about it you know Um the children are uncompromising they i mean if
you've ever been around a child like you know that they don't capitulate they're vulnerable And they also have you
know uh they know what they want and they provide you know a model of this sort of you know desire to live a life
free from pain and free from oppression and as we get older we learn to compromise and capitulate and make
concessions that we must make for survival but i think the role of children in our political imaginary is to reintroduce
that kind of uncompromising desire to live a life free of pain and oppression um so i think that's again



el Sal e Al e e | iadi Aabi (Galat  Jaa Al 5 LS Uina (5 93 Al (1S5 Ithank you:o s
.muted 3 lunmute (S

i sae US s ¢pim il sha sl alall Jiny it Ul G 3aclie saa Sl sacliie U &gl e parse S malus il
Ol ade CSa M se jall lalgd | Jimy A yae (o A j o I dia s ) duman (8 i€ 3 ALy «lmaall 8 o ghaill Jaally
ae ¥y ol | gnans o e 3V gl 5 e sl | gmanss | sllay o simy Vsllay in JaY) colial (8 4dl ¢ e die Sa 1y Sl
s AN gala Lia GlSKl) slal ¢ ianal | gramy ae Vg i€ )5 58 ae (e A 48 jaall ade (JSLGA) (e (gala o) ey o) 5 4
U ALLE (o o8 la LSS 5] ¢ pstam ad can) ) S o e s )5Sy ol g |5 pmy sl (il 5 ol i) Lile
élLa,q ae Sl daadl Slad a0 ¢ el Glla) clad Ul ey elille 41S LYW S as (il 1 8 lellad fala Gl Dala Gl 4l g
23S B gl e <l La (55 e S0 nS 3y S ca sy Y 5 (S gy A1 €l iy ol
G oY Slad ¢ iall 5 ) sefall AL sEall (Ja¥) A Y 5l Ganl) Gl Le) (sola Culan U U1y Ul Jalts s e cailS 50
pies sty 5 gl g an sl Slad s sala il 5l oS i gian Ul Gy e ¢ ins e dleniy I Janll JS W5 eV b
g._ud;;\}‘ggl..ﬂ\q,\;)qﬂawﬂﬁd)@h\}w&q‘m@\}&\h‘wds&HQM\J‘);BL@\@\&HM\EL\
DS i i (o) S e 1 Al 6 s S 52

Al o A lilisa s U grme «Canalild) o ¢ gl e sl o gy sla g g ge (s sl (S el S ) S 1 s
maybe something you would sitiu s €l Gy (e $ IS0 ) alafy Jiad L g5 Jantiss )y ) o jlad Lid S
like? You are muted

Gustavo: yes you know | hate sum | hate really soon and | try to escape from zoom every time |
can but at the same time | can acknowledge that zoom is allowing us to have this conversation
and the question is how we can use the Tools instead of being used by the tools we have
become subsystems plugged into the system and we can see that with the children's now this
year with because of the protects of the pandemic plugged into the screen and ceasing to live
season to learn season to experience Life we the real challenge is how we can really use the
tools instead of being used by the tools all these technologies all these new technologies
particularly are particularly threatening and we need to Have the spiritual sufficiency and to have
a kind of austerity in the use of these tools to use them really as tools and not be used by them
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Nesreen: of course | think it's um it's a relationship of tension but it can be a productive tension particularly when it
comes to social media | think at least speaking personally i wouldn't have experienced the last uprising in may the
same waly if i hadn't been experiencing it you know in part through social media over instagram through the work of
activists who were using these platforms which are biased against us which are biased against palestinian narratives
whose algorithms and admin structures you know kind of Are oriented against you know palestinian Uh narratives
and Um but at the same time you know despite that it still was a very valuable and vital platform for one
circumventing the mainstream channels of knowledge circulation and media you know that are in many ways clearly
intellectually politically economically biased um against you know an anti-colonial Framework Um so so yeah i think
it's a tension because it's a hostile medium but at the same time it's a very important one um and i think part of the
work that we try to do in vp is to is to assess and manage that tension to the best of our ability to make use of these
platforms these technologies to the extent that we can but also try to keep ourselves grounded in in the needs of our
base and what they're asking from us you know sometimes what is needed is something that exists digitally
something sometimes someone something that's needed needs to exist on paper it needs to be something that can
be handed out it needs to be something that can be used in a classroom or at a protest um so these are many of the
things that we keep in mind when we approach this work thank you
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Gustavo:i am convinced that in the current conditions of the world before radical uncertainty,
friendship, hope and surprise are the keys for the construction of a new world. And i have early
experience during the last two hours. Friendship, hope and surprise. Thank you.
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Nesreen: yes, i dont have too much else to say, except thank you. It was an extremely humbling
and gratifying experience to be sharing this panel with all of you, and again my thanks to the
organizers for putting together this series of events and interventions that i think will be a very
formidable archive for people to look back on.
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